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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH, 
EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE 

Office  of  Human  Development 
Services 

[Program  Announcement  No.  13654-803] 

Research  and  Demonstration  Grant 
Program 

agency:  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research,  (NIHR),  Office 
of  Human  Development  Services, 
(OHDS),  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare,  (DHEW). 

subject:  Announcement  of  Availability 
of  Grant  Funds  for  Rehabilitation 
Research  and  Demonstration  Grant 
Program. 

SUMMARY:  The  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research  (NIHR) 
announces  that  applications  for  research 
grants  under  Title  II  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  as  amended 
by  Public  Law  94-602  (Rehabilitation, 
Comprehensive  Services  and 
Developmental  Disabilities 
Amendments  of  1978),  are  being 
accepted  in  the  following  priority  areas: 

Priority  A:  Demographic  and  Clinical 
Characteristics  of  the  Disabled  Population. 
Priority  B:  Retention  of  Rehabilitation 
Professio~<als  in  Rural  Areas. 

Priority  C:  Prenatal  Risk  Factors/Early 
Intervention  in  Early  Childhood  (0-3). 
Priority  D:  Spinal  Cord  Injury. 

Priority  E:  Multiple  Sclerosis. 

Priority  F:  End-Stage  Renal  Disease. 

Priority  G:  General. 

Regulations  applicable  to  this  program 
were  published  in  the  Federal  Register, 
Subpart  A  and  Subpart  D  of  Part  1362, 
Chapter  VII  of  Title  45  of  the  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations  (45  CFR  Part  1362) 
of  November  25, 1975.  However,  these 
regulations  are  currently  undergoing 
revision  and  will  appear  'as  Notice  of 
Proposed  Rule  Making  early  in  May, 

1980.  These  revised  regulations  will  be 
applicable  to  all  grants  and  continuation 
awards  funded  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
final  issuance. 

DATES:  Closing  date  for  receipt  of 
application  is  June  30, 1980.  Applicants 
are  encouraged  to  respond  at  an  earlier 
date  if  possible. 

Scope  of  this  Announcement 

This  Program  Announcement  provides 
only  information  relating  to  the  receipt, 
review,  and  award  of  grants  under  the 
priority  funding  areas  listed  in  this 
Announcement.  Funding  priorities  for 
the  NIHR  Research  and  Training  Center 
Program  will  be  announced  separately. 


Program  Purpose 

Title  II  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of 
1973,  as  amended  by  Public  Law  95-602 
(Rehabilitation,  Comprehensive 
Services,  and  Developmental 
Disabilities  Amendments  of  1978), 
authorizes  planning  and  conducting 
research,  demonstrations  and  related 
activities  which  bear  directly  on  the 
development  of  methods,  procedures, 
and  devices  to  assist  in  the  provision  of 
vocational  and  other  rehabilitation 
services  to  handicapped  individuals.  In 
addition.  Title  II  authorizes  the  conduct 
of  specialized  research  activities, 
including  spinal  cord  injury  research, 
end-stage  renal  disease  research, 
research  on  the  retention  of 
rehabilitation  professionals  in  rural 
areas,  and  research  with  respect  to 
preschool  age  handicapped  children. 

Program  Goals  and  Objectives 

Program  Goals  and  Objectives  for 
each  priority  area  are  as  follows: 

Priority  A:  Demographic  and  Clinical 
Characteristics  of  the  Disabled 
Population 

The  purpose  of  the  project  is  to  design 
a  comprehensive  data  system  which 
incorporates  data  from  a  number  of 
sources  (systems)  on  the  demographic 
and  clinical  characteristics  of  the 
disabled  population.  Data  sources  to  be 
assessed  and  analyzed  for  linkage  to  an 
integrated  system  should  include 
sources  related  to  employment,  health, 
income,  functional  abilities  and  other 
demographic  and  clinical  characteristics 
of  the  disabled  population  of  the  United 
States.  The  system  should  be  usable  for 
achieving  the  following  objectives: 

1.  To  identify  the  epidemiological 
patterns  of  disability  and  related 
problems,  including  background  and 
identifying  information,  type  of 
disability  and  functional  limitation,  e.g. 
vocational,  independent  living,  as  well 
as  specific  types  of  physical  or  mental 
impairment. 

2.  To  identify  patterns  of  need  and 
problem  identification  as  perceived  by 
the  disabled  population,  include  need 
for  services  and  benefits  and  problems 
of  health  and  restoration  care,  income, 
transportation,  etc. 

3.  To  identify  the  residual  capacities 
and  strengths  of  the  disabled 
particularly  in  relation  to  vocational  and 
social  potentials  and  aspirations. 

4.  To  identify  the  experience  of 
disabled  clients  with  service 
organizations;  problems  and  needs 
concerning  independent  living,  housing, 
legal  matters,  work,  transportation, 
recreation,  etc. 


To  the  extent  that  data  is  not 
available  through  existing  systems  the 
project  nould  incorporate  the  design  of 
survey  instruments  to  acquire  the  data 
and  procedures  for  implementing  the 
survey.  The  project  should  also  propose 
any  research  that  would  be  needed 
before  incorporation  of  data 
requirements  in  a  survey  instrument. 

It  is  expected  that  development  of  the 
system  could  be  completed  within  a  one 
year  time  frame. 

Priority  B:  Retention  of  Rehabilitation 
Professionals  in  Rural  Areas 

To  design  a  program  of  research 
which  would  develop  and  demonstrate 
innovative  methods  to  attract  and  retain 
professionals  to  serve  in  rural  areas  in 
the  rehabilitation  of  handicapped  and 
severely  handicapped  individuals.  This 
plan  should  include  methodologies  to: 

1.  Identify,  retrieve,  and  analyze  all 
relevant  work  done  on  this  problem  to 
date  by  NIHR,  RSA  and  other 
government  and  private  agencies 
rendering  rehabilitation  professional 
services  in  rural  areas. 

2.  Survey  selected  rural  regions, 
including  rehabilitation  facilities 
strategically  located  therein,  to  discover 
the  causes  of  problems  encountered  in 
recruiting  and  retaining  rehabilitation 
professionals. 

3.  Study  a  criterion  group  of 
rehabilitation  professionals  who  have 
functioned  effectively  in  rural  areas  for 
extended  periods,  to  discover  the  salient 
traits  of  those  professionals  that  have 
contributed  most  to  their  success  and 
satisfaction. 

4.  Explore  the  potential  of 
telecommunications  as  a  method  for 
alleviating  specific  problems  hindering 
recruitment  and  retention  of 
rehabilitation  professionals  in  rural 
areas. 

5.  Identify  incentives  designed  to 
overcome  problems  in  recruitment  and 
retention  of  rehabilitation  professionals 
in  rural  areas. 

It  is  expected  that  the  design  of  this 
research  program  would  be  completed 
within  a  one  year  time  frame. 

Priority  C:  Prenatal  Risk  Factors/Early 
Intervention  in  Early  Childhood  (0-3) 

To  develop  innovative  methods  of 
providing  services  to  severely 
handicapped  children  up  to  the  age  of 
three  and  those  who  are  at  high  risk. 

SpeciHc  objectives  of  this  study 
should  include: 

1.  Identification  of  high  risk  factors, 
i.e.  birth  problems,  failure  to  thrive,  etc. 
cmd  its  relation  to  treatment  strategies. 

2.  Evaluation  of  the  process  by  which 
infants  with  handicaps  are  identified. 
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diagnosed  and  referred  to  treatment 
agencies. 

3.  Development  of  new  or  refinement 
of  existing  methods  of  identifying, 
diagnosing  and  treating  high  risk  infants. 

Priority  D:  Spinal  Cord  Injury  and 
Dysfunction 

To  generate  new  knowledge  leading 
to  the  development  of  innovative  and 
improved  techniques  of  medical 
management  of  spinal  cord  dysfunction, 
with  emphasis  upon  the  newly  disabled 
patient  in  the  acute  medical  care  phase. 
Priority  will  be  given  to  those  projects 
that  focus  upon  experimental  evaluative 
modalities  for  determination  of 
functional  potential,  the  clinical  course 
including  pathophysiology  of  early 
developing  complications,  and  new 
techniques  for  the  prevention  and 
treatment  of  such  complications  as  they 
e^ect  readiness  for  rehabilitation.  Such 
proposals  should  consider  such  areas 
and  scope  of  investigation  that  permit 
dehnitive  results  that  are  readily 
applicable  to  clinical  problems  or  lead 
to  further  scientiHc  investigation  that 
have  significant  potential  impact  upon 
clinical  problems. 

Priority  E:  Multiple  Sclerosis 

To  generate  new  knowledge  leading 
to  the  heightened  understanding  of  the 
,  cause,  duration,  and  severity  of  the 
exacerbation  of  the  multiple  sclerosis 
course  as  it  effects  potential  for 
rehabilitation.  Priority  will  be  given  to 
those  studies  that  lead  to  the 
identihcation  of  the  means  of  preventing 
episodes  and/or  minimizing  the 
deleterious  effects  of  the  reactivation  in 
patient  populations  recently  diagnosed 
and  identified  as  suffering  from  multiple 
sclerosis.  Such  proposals  should 
consider  a  scope  of  investigation  that 
permits  transfer  and  application  of 
research  results  into  early  rehabilitation 
practices  or  that  have  potential  impact 
upon  clinical  practice  based  upon  the 
identification  of  further  scientiffc 
investigation. 

Priority  F:  End-Stage  Renal  Disease. 

To  develop  new  knowledge  through 
scientiflc  investigations  that  lead  to  the 
improvement  of  end-stage  renal  disease 
rehabilitation  services.  Priority  will  be 
given  to  those  investigations  that 
emphasize  home  and  other  forms  of 
dialysis  methods  including  peritoneal, 
ambulatory,  and  innovative 
hemodialysis  techniques.  Such  project 
proposals  should  be  directed  to  the 
identihcation  and  evaluation,  including 
clinical  trials,  of  those  innovative 
techniques  that  are  appropriate  for  use 
outside  of  dialysis  centers  and  that 


facilitate  normal  life  style,  mobility,  and 
productive  living. 

Priority  G:  General 

To  conduct  planning,  research, 
demonstrations  and  related  activities  of 
high  potential  or  imusual  promise  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  methods, 
procedures  and  devices  to  improve  the 
delivery  of  vocational  and  other 
rehabilitation  services  to  handicapped 
individuals. 

Eligible  Applicants 

States  and  public  or  private  agencies 
and  organizations,  including  institutions 
of  higher  education  may  apply  for 
research  and  demonstration  grants. 

Available  Funds 

Support  may  be  up  to  a  hve  year 
duration.  Applications  proposing  multi¬ 
year  activities  must  be  accompanied  by 
an  explanation  of  the  need  for  the  multi¬ 
year  support;  a  review  of  the  objectives 
and  activities  proposed  beyond  the 
initial  year  of  support;  and  budget 
estimates  to  obtain  the  objectives  in  any 
proposed  subsequent  year. 

Approximately  $1,200,000  is  available 
for  Ae  new  Research  and 
Demonstration  grants.  Individual  grant 
awards  normally  range  from  $100,000  to 
$200,000.  The  initial  grant  sustains  the 
Federal  share  of  the  budget  for  the  first 
year  of  the  project  Applications  for 
continuation  awards  will  be  reviewed 
annually  on  a  non-competitive  basis  and 
approved  only  if; 

a.  funds  are  available  to  continue  the 
grant; 

b.  satisfactory  progress  has  been 
made  in  implementing  the  approved 
work  plan  and  in  achieving  the  goals 
and  objectives  as  indicated  by  site 
visits,  progress  reports  and  other 
relevant  data; 

c.  the  need  continues  to  exist  for  the 
activities  conducted  by  the  grant. 

Grantee  Share  of  the  Project 

Some  cost-sharing  will  be  required  on 
the  project.  The  actual  percentage  of 
cost-sharing  will  be  determined  at  the 
time  of  the  award. 

The  Application  Process 

Availability  of  Forms  Application  for 
a  Research  and  Demonstration  grant 
must  be  submitted  on  standard  forms 
provided  for  this  purpose.  Application 
kits  which  include  the  forms  and  other 
information  may  be  obtained  by  writing 
to:  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research.  Room  3418,  May  E.  Switzer 
Building,  330  C  Street,  S.W., 

Washington,  D.C.  20201,  Attention: 
13654-803  Telephone:  202/245-0515 


Applicants  must  specify  which 
priority(s)  by  letter  designation  they 
wish  to  address  when  requesting 
application  kits. 

Application  Submission.  One  signed 
original  and  two  copies  of  the  grant 
application,  including  all  attachments, 
must  be  submitted  to  the  address 
provided  in  the  application  kit. 
Additionally,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
review  process  a  copy  of  the  application 
should  be  submitted  concurrently  to  the 
appropriate  Regional  Office  and 
appropriate  State  Vocational 
Rehabilitation  Agency  for  review  and 
comment. 

A-95  Notification  Process.  This  grant, 
program  is  exempt  from  A-95  State  and 
Area  Wide  Clearinghouses. 

Application  Consideration 

The  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research  determines  the  final  action  to 
be  taken  with  respect  to  each  grant 
application  for  this  program. 
Applications  which  are  complete  and 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  this 
program  are  subjected  to  a  competitive 
review  and  evaluation  by  qualified 
persons  independent  of  the  National 
Institute  of  Handicapped  Research.  The 
results  of  the  review  assist  the  Director 
of  the  National  Institute  of  Handicapped 
Research  in  considering  competing 
applications.  The  Director's 
consideration  also  takes  into  account 
comments  of  the  HEW  Regional  Offices, 
State  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
Agencies;  and  the  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research  staff.  Comments 
may  also  be  requested  from  appropriate 
specialists  and  consultants  inside  and 
outside  the  federal  government. 

The  successful  applicant  is  notified 
through  the  issuance  of  a  Notice  of 
Financial  Assistance  Awarded  which 
sets  forth  the  amoimt  of  funds  granted, 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  grant, 
the  budget  period  for  which  support  is 
given,  the  total  grantee  share  expected, 
and  the  total  period  for  which  project 
support  is  contemplated. 

Criteria  for  Review  and  Evaluation  of 
Applications 

Grant  applications  will  be  reviewed 
and  evaluated  in  terms  of  how  well  the 
application  contents  address  the 
following  criteria  (a  maximum  point 
total  of  100  is  possible): 

1.  National  Need— The  need  section 
must  clearly  describe  how  the  project 
relates  to  the  national  need  in 
handicapped  research,  provide  specific 
evidence  of  the  need,  indicate 
specifically  who  or  what  will  be  helped 
and  describe  the  problem  rather  than 
the  symptom.  (5  points.) 
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2.  Objectives— The  objectives  of  the 
project  must  be  related  to  the  problem, 
be  signiHcant  for  handicapped  research, 
clearly  describe  proposed  project 
outcomes,  be  capable  of  being  attained 
and  be  measurable.  (5  points.) 

•  3.  Plan  of  Operation — ^The  following 
factors  are  considered: 

a.  High  quality  in  the  design  of  the 
project:  the  plan  must  clearly  describe 
the  overall  design  for  the  proposed 
project  and  the  speciHc  procedures  by 
which  each  objective  will  be 
accomplished.  (30  points,  35  points  for 
research  utilization  projects.) 

b.  Management  Plan.  The 
management  plan  must  adequately 
describe  the  way  in  which  personnel 
and  resources  will  be  used  to 
accomplish  each  component  of  the  plan. 
(10  points.) 

c.  Relevancy.  A  clear  description  of 
how  the  objectives  of  the  project  relate 
to  the  purpose  of  the  Institute  must  be 
presented.  (5  points.) 

d.  The  way  the  applicant  plans  to  use 
its  resources  and  personnel  to  achieve 
the  project  objectives  must  be 
presented.  (5  points.) 

4.  Quality  of  Key  Personnel— Factors 
which  are  considered  are  the 
qualifications  of  the  project  director  and 
other  key  personnel  to  be  used  in  the 
project  and  the  time  they  will  commit  to 
the  project.  (10  points.) 

5.  Adequacy  of  Resources — Facilities, 
equipment  and  supplies  to  be  utilized 
must  be  appropriate  and  adequate  and 
assurances  of  support  from  cooperating 
agencies,  institutions,  business,  industry, 
labor,  where  applicable,  must  have  been 
received.  (5  points.) 

6.  Utilization  Plan — ^The  application 
must  describe  what  will  be  delivered, 
the  format  in  which  the  results, 
products,  or  outcomes  that  will  be 
delivered,  the  way  in  which  results, 
projects  or  outcomes  will  be  developed 
or  provided  for  dissemination  purposes 
to  specified  user  populations  and  the 
procedures  to  be  used  in  disseminating 
the  results,  end  products,  or  outcomes  at 
the  local.  State  and/or  national  levels. 

(10  points;  0  points  for  research 
utilization  projects  where  research 
utilization  is  the  main  project  objective.) 

7.  Evaluation  Plan — ^The  plan  must 
include  valid  objectives  and  reliable 
instruments  to  produce  data  that  are 
quantifiable  and  procedures  for 
assessing  and  documenting  the  projects 
results  and  end  products  or  outcomes  in 
terms  of  the  achievement  of  project 
goals  and  objectives.  (5  points;  10  points 
for  research  utilization  projects.) 

8.  Budget  and  Cost  Effectiveness — 
Factors  which  are  considered  are 
whether  the  budget  is  adequate  to 
support  the  project  activities,  costs  are 


reasonable  in  relation  to  the  objectives 
of  the  project  and  budget  items  are 
justihed  in  a  clear  narrative.  (5  points.) 

9.  Literature  Review — ^The  literature 
review  must  be  sufficiently 
comprehensive  to  establish  the  basis  for 
the  problem;  describe  the  problem  rather 
then  the  symptoms  of  the  problem;  to 
provide  a  strong  conceptual  framework 
for  the  proposed  objectives  and 
proposed  plan,  including  the  general 
design  and  specifrc  procedures  of  the 
proposed  plan,  along  with  the 
management,  evaluation,  dissemination 
and  training  procedures  were 
appropriate;  and  to  describe  what  has 
been  done  previously  to  alleviate  the 
problem  and  point  out  the  gaps  that  will 
be  alleviated  by  this  specific  proposed 
work.  (5  points.) 

Closing  Date  for  Receipt  of  Applications 

The  closing  date  for  receipt  to 
applications  under  this  Program 
Announcement  is  June  30. 1980. 
Applicants  are  encouraged  to  respond  at 
an  earlier  date  if  possible.  Applications 
may  be  mailed  or  hand  delivered.  Hand 
delivered  applications  will  be  accepted 
during  regular  working  hours  at  8:30  a.m. 
to  5:00  p.m. 

An  application  will  be  considered  to 
have  arrived  by  the  closing  date  if: 

1.  The  application  was  sent  by 
registered  or  certffied  mail  no  later  than 
June  30. 1980  as  evidenced  by  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  postmark  or  the  original 
receipt  from  the  U.S.  Postal  Service 
unless  the  appplication  arrives  too  late 
to  be  considered  by  the  independent 
review  panel. 

2.  The  application  is  hand  delivered  to 
the  office  designated  to  receive  the 
application  in  the  application 
instructions.  Hand  delivered 
applications  will  be  accepted  no  later 
than  close  of  business,  June  30, 1980,  in 
any  case;  and 

3.  The  application  is  sent  by  mail  and 
received  on  or  before  the  closing  date  in 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare,  the  Office  of  Human 
Development  Services  or  the  National 
Institute  of  handicapped  Research 
mailrooms  as  evidenced  by  the  time 
date  stamp  or  other  documentary 
evidence  of  receipt  maintained  by  such 
mailroom.  Late  applications  are  not 
acceptable  and  applicants  will  be 
notifred  accordingly. 

In  view  of  the  limited  time  remaining 
in  the  frscal  year  for  applicants  to 
prepare  and  submit  their  applications 
and  for  selction  of  the  grantee,  and 
because  of  the  need  to  begin  operations 
under  the  grant  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
Director  has  determined  under  5  U.S.C. 
553  that  public  conunent  on  the 
standards  in  this  notice  would  be 


impracticable  and  contrary  to  the  public 
interest. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Program  Number:  13.654,  Research  and 
Demonstrations). 

Dated:  April  11, 1980. 

Margaret  J.  Giannini,  M.D.,  FAA.P., 

Director  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Handicapped  Research. 

Approved;  April  25, 1980. 

Manuel  Carballo, 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary  for  Human 
Development  Services. 
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